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SURREY HERITAGE STORIES
WINTER 2019 EDITION

Welcome to the FALL/WINTER EDITION OF SURREY HERITAGE STORIES, our heritage news
publication. This publication and a second edition for Spring 2020 was made possible by a cultural
grant from the City of Surrey and a ton of volunteer work. It marks the return of Surrey Stories
which was published by the City Heritage Department up till a few years ago as a showcase of
our historical heritage in the words of those who had lived it or were working to preserve it. The
Surrey Historical Society saw its revival as a logical next step to its programmes of oral histories
and archival support as well as it’s successful MEMORY SOCIALS project held in various town
centres throughout 2018 and the early part of 2019. It is no surprise that a city of nearly 600,000
souls representing over a hundred languages and cultures, including three indigenous communities
would have and continue to have a lot of wonderful stories to share.
This publication will have an online presence but if you are holding a hard copy, please read and
then pass it on to someone else who would enjoy it. The Surrey Historical Society sees this edition
as the first step to getting a conversation going among as many as possible on the subject of
heritage and its important role in community building. Everyone's story is important and everyone's
contribution to our city's history needs to be known. Age, lack of mobility, language and cultural
isolation can impede the development of a healthy community if those challenges allow for
marginalization of thought, self awareness and a sense of belonging. Every story and life
experience matters. The tens of thousands of volunteer hours given to cultural, environmental and
historical promotion matter. Cultural identity matters. Our seniors and their memories matter.
The Surrey Historical Society hopes that with continued contributions from individuals, heritage
groups and the wonderful programmes offered by the city in Parks, Recreation and Culture as well
as the senior-focussed programming that these pages will have no lack of words and pictures to
share. And really, that is why this is a realistic goal--to share what is already happening in our
community and to give voice to those 600 thousand stories being lived every day.
Yours faithfully,
Michael Gibbs
President, Surrey Historical Society
Visit us at:
www.surreyhistory.ca

Facebook: surreyhistoricalsociety

Instagram: surreyhistoricalsociety
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A MESSAGE FROM COUNCILLOR LINDA ANNIS
CHAIR OF THE SURREY HERITAGE ADVISORY COMMISSION

When it comes to heritage conservation, it is important that the City
leads by example. Recent examples include when the City moved the
historic Anniedale School and the 1881 Town Hall to the Museum of
Surrey grounds. In doing so, the City entered into a Heritage
Revitalization Agreement (HRA) for both buildings, ensuring they would
be conserved and revitalized appropriately, and accessible to the public
for years to come. The process of entering into an HRA is best practice
when it comes to heritage conservation, as it formally protects the
property in perpetuity.

The City is committed to heritage conservation and encourages
property owners to do their part to conserve heritage properties. Heritage conservation brings
significant value to the community, with additional benefits for private property owners.
Incentives help the City and property owners work collectively to preserve heritage buildings. By
entering into an HRA, property owners formally protect their property and are eligible for tax
exemptions and maintenance grants.
The City’s efforts to lead and encourage heritage conservation is just one facet of the heritage
portfolio in Surrey. Heritage in Surrey is thriving, as demonstrated by the City’s heritage and
museum operations, including: Museum of Surrey, Historic Stewart Farm, Surrey Archives, and
the Heritage Re-enactors. These civic facilities and programs continue to deliver high quality
exhibits, programs, and services for residents and tourists alike. Heritage is all around us: it is in
the names of our rivers, communities, roads, schools, and more. Surrey’s diverse heritage is
evolving as the City continues to grow. I encourage you to get out explore it for yourself.

For more information, please visit:
www.surrey.ca/heritage
www.surrey.ca/heritageplanning

Councillor Linda Annis
Chair, Surrey Heritage Advisory Commission

City of Surrey
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WHALLEY MEMORIES
Whalley?
That’s
where the
George
Arthur
Whalley
family
owned the
familiar gas
station,
grocery and
garage on
the curve towards New Westminster. Arthur was born
in Wales in 1884 and made his way to Canada as a
young boy of 8 in 1892. He married Hilda Morris in
1910 in Vancouver and they had 4 sons and 2 daughters

When the project was completed, the workers had to
give back all these items. Why? Surely these hardworking local men had earned the right to keep them!
However, we had a change from the dirt and gravel of all
local roads, to a permanent cement highway, which has
served us well.
Remember Grosvenor Road School (1940 to 1971)?
Once the Pattullo Bridge (1937) and King George
Highway (1940) were completed, young families built
homes in the Whalley area.

The local children attended the four-room school classes up the stairs, and the basement play areas
below. Outhouses out in the cold. George Peebles
recalls drinking water came from a well with a pump
handle. Kids dipped their cups into a water pail. The
Peebles Family lived near Pringles’ Hatchery on King
George Highway. George and his sister Helen share a
Hilda Whalley recalled in a 1952 newspaper article
1943 Grosvenor Road School photo with teacher Miss
moving to the area from a farm in Cloverdale and setting
Pedley and her 38 pupils. She was well-named, as she
up the gas station and soft drink stand where the Transalways rode a bike!
Canada Highway, Ferguson Road and Grosvenor
converged. The little triangle lot cost the family $700 to
purchase. Blue Funnel Lines, later known as Pacific
Stage Lines, set up a bus stop and identified it as
“Whalley’s Corners” and the
name became
part of Surrey’s
rich history.
Where’s
Whalley?
That’s north of
Timms Café,
which was in
the trees at the
Junction.
(1920s Photo shows Trans Canada Hwy (Fraser Hwy) in the
middle, turning to the right; and Yale Road straight ahead,
which came up the hill from the Fraser River.)

The Timms’ daughter Lucille married a local farmer,
Harry Baker. In the 1930s, he and his brother Fred
worked on building the Peace Arch Highway (later King
George Highway).
The workers lived in roadside camps during the
Depression years and wore special coats, gloves and
boots provided by the Provincial Highway Department.

Can’t forget Round Up Café! Opened in 1949 and still
in business in it’s 70th
year. Owned by the
Springenatic Family,
and always serving
home cooked foods
and Goldie’s pies! Orest was always involved with the local
boys’ baseball teams.
Take some time to visit
them and see their photos on the Café walls.
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Delivery boy, Joe
Cindrich, once
received a tip from
Goldie, a plate of
French fries!
Sports teams were
one type of entertainment. We
could go to Crescent Beach or
White Rock, we
could hike or bike
anywhere without
parental supervision, we had family picnics, school
sports days, church concerts, parades, or we could go
fishing!
But that was after
the home and
farm chores were
done!
Whalley also had
the Stardust Roller Rink, where
many of us spent
Saturday nights!
Several friends recall the Peat Bog on the west side of
the highway near Hjorth Road. (Photo below, c1931).
Since the 1920s, peat was used from there. Merv
Perchie recalls swimming in the slough, and eating
blueberries where the Round Up Café is now. He also
remembers his pals on the way to the Cameo, finding a
tractor in a field. They got the motor started, but not
knowing what to do, they ran away! After the show, the

tractor was still
running! They
wondered what
happened next!
We all recall
Rickshaw Restaurant, its tasty
foods, and its
special neon
sign.
For special Sunday dinners, local families would order
Chinese food from the Rickshaw.
Remember Zack’s Drive-In (King George Highway at
112th)? Now it’s a car sales lot.
Then the A&W Drive In became popular with its root
beer in mugs, AND the cute servers with short orange
skirts and skates.
In the 1950s, the Dell
Shopping Centre was
built, and at the Dell &
Flamingo Hotels we
remember the tradition
of men on one side,
and women with escorts on the other.
In the 1960s, the Surrey Plaza became a
major commercial area.
There was a hairdresser Beautyland ($2 shampoo/set!), and barber Beeziak
there. Remember the high back-combed hairdos the ladies had in the 1960s?
Whalley’s Corner has had many stores and businesses. All locals remember many movies seen first at the
Cameo. On the Grosvenor Road end, was an Office
Supplies store. That’s where my sister June bought her
typewriter for $20 in the
mid 1950s. Her goal was
to be a Secretary, so she
nailed 2000 celery
crates at our father’s
Bear Creek Box Factory
(1 c for 12 nails per box),
and earned that
Remington typewriter!
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Jim Foulkes, recipient of the 2018
Civic Treasure Award, recalls living
beside Mr. Jones’ grocery at 108th
& 132nd, next to Councillor Ernie
Woods’ chicken farm. In the fall of
’59, Jim attended K. B. Woodward
School (built 1956), and later went

They managed that strawberry farm
for 12 years.
to West Whalley Jr. High (built
1957). (Photo below).

Tom Zytaruk wrote in the Surrey
Now-Leader:

Old Yale Road Elem was opened in
Have you ever visited Royal
1963. Ellen Edwards taught at Port
Kwantlen Park, at 104th Avenue
Mann Elem - 1960 to 1962 and her
and Old Yale Road? Without realizfirst class had 38 special kids!
ing it, you might have stood on an
Hard work: All local properties
old Kwantlen burial ground if you
needed to be cleared of the stumps were near the tennis court. The iron
from previous logging. In the 1920s, grave crosses were stolen a long
this meant getting blasting powder time ago but the human remains
remain. European settlers, upon
and dynamite from Magistrate
their arrival to what today is North
Henry Bose all the way over to his
Surrey, got all fired up at the Nafarm past Sullivan. Stumps still
tives’ practice of tree burial down
needed blasting throughout the
near the river, so they packed the
1950s. The Zaklan and Cindrich
bones into cedar boxes and gave
families were approached by Bolithem a second "Christian" burial
var Hatchery to delay the loud
where today, one hopes, they rest in
explosions on their farms during
peace.
chick hatching season.
Jake (on Whalley District Video)
recalls that his father bought land
in 1939 for $550. The Realtor was
Tom
Binnie.
He paid
$20
down
and $10
per
month.

Cynthia Styles remembers the
Whalley area with its birds, squirrels
and raccoons. And how cheap it was
to buy land in Surrey.
Charles & Christine Gustavson
married in 1935, and bought 5 acres
at 102nd Avenue & what is now King
George Highway.
Charles rode his bike to Eaton’s over
the railway bridge to New Westminster, to work in the gardening dept.
In order to pay their taxes, he and
other citizens would go after supper
(in the spring and summer) to Bear
Creek Park, to clear the land.
Charles would bring shrubs and
plants to make gardens around the
Park. We appreciate these people
for their contributions.

Compiled by Ellen Edwards,
SHS Secretary, September 2019.
Resources:
www.SurreyHistory.ca
www.surrey.ca
SHS Memory Social Sessions
Examples of typical Whalley homes

Various Websites
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THE WHOOPEE DIPPER

Ellen Edward, Surrey Historical Society secretary, remembered her father John Thomson speaking of
Whalley’s undulating Whoopee Dipper, (would be located top left of photo), and said it was so dangerous!
Tom Zytaruk, reporter for the Surrey Now-Leader wrote:
Whalley might not be home to a giant Ferris wheel, but it did have a rollercoaster of
sorts. This contraption called the Whoopee-Dipper, was built in 1929 of wood planks.
For 50 cents you could drive your car on it. The faster your front end went up over the
hills, the faster your back end would come off!! Whoopee!

What was the Whoopee Dipper? (Written by Sue Bryant)
Austin Sheen Haddad emigrated to Vancouver around 1910 from Beirut, Syria. He married his wife, Marie Saba
in Vancouver in 1912 and for a while, he worked with his in-laws to develop a well-respected department store.
However, he wanted something more for his family. As an engineer and a Freemason, he was always looking for
ways to expand his skills and connect with the community.
In the 1920s, he moved his family to Whalley where he built a roller-coaster for cars called the “Whoopee Dipper”.
A first of it’s kind in North America, it allowed the thrill-seekers to attach their cars to an elevated track and drive
around the ups and downs of the ride.

It was popular with many a Surrey resident but unfortunately, the time was not right for the adventurous man’s
endeavours. Often, it was recalled the vehicles ended up with mechanical issues as the
customers often
drove faster than the design would allow. Also, the adventure ran a little foul of the law operating 7 days a week.
Business on a Sunday was not allowed as per the Lord’s Day Act, and Mr. Haddad found himself in front of the
Magistrate more than once to explain his actions.
Eventually, the family would move on to the United States. Mr. Haddad passed in 1964 in Tacoma, Washington,
where his headstone bears the symbols of full Masonic honours.
His time in Surrey, while not long, is still well remembered all these years later for his ingenious idea, a little
ahead of it’s time perhaps.
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VOLUNTEER VOICES
MUSEUM OF SURREY

GREEN TIMBERS HERITAGE
SOCIETY

I was 14 when I first started
volunteering with the Museum of
Surrey, alongside my elder brother,
Kushal. On the very first day of
volunteering, we made sure to arrive
early to look around the museum
before our shift. I was absolutely
FASCINATED by the dinosaur exhibit. Perhaps my favourite part,
though, was the enriching multicultural experience that I had walking
through the Surrey Historical
Gallery. I learned about how the
early settlers of Surrey established
such a thriving city. Myself, coming
from a South Asian background, I
learned about some of the settlers
from my own ancestral country and
what struggles they faced to build a
life in Canada. This made me feel
really lucky to have parents who
came from a family already well
established before immigrating to
Canada. After seeing the museum, I
began my shift as a museum gallery
attendant, whose job is to attend to
people around the museum. This
was a new experience to me, and
even though it wasn't as exciting as
I would have liked it to be, I did
however enjoy getting to know the
staff and community at the museum.
Now, a regular volunteer at the museum, my best memories of volunteering are when the museum hosts
events for the public. They are very
enjoyable, and I highly recommend
checking them out, and if possible,
volunteering at them. Overall, the
museum is a very welcoming place
that has a lot of knowledge to offer
about the history of our city.

At Green Timbers Urban Forest, we
had an interaction with a local park
advocate, who was also a previous
BC school teacher. He had
extensive knowledge about the
history of Green Timbers and told us
about an erratic that was deposited
in the park. He explained the erratic
was broken off from Mount Garibaldi
and was moved by glaciers.
We were intrigued by his story and
went in search for the erratic. When
we discovered the enormous
boulder, we were immediately in
awe. It was such an amazing find
that we had to show the rest of our
team.

FRASER VALLEY HERITAGE
RAIL SOCIETY

As volunteers for the Fraser Valley
Heritage Railway, we feel very
welcomed to come back every week
and contribute to this well run multicultural organization that takes
place in Cloverdale. We started
volunteering here last summer and
this has made a huge impact on the
way we view our society. This is a
great way for us to give back to our
community and interact with new
people preparing us for our future
ventures. From greeting others to
learning the operation of the trains,
we are constantly exposing
ourselves to new opportunities by
volunteering here at the station. As
young volunteers, we would like to
On our second venture into Green
continue working here alongside the
Timbers, we trekked back into the
amazing group of people. We would
forest with excitement to showcase like to encourage all youth to take
the erratic. Through this experience, part in this organization and lean
we gained knowledge on the history towards the greatness of our
of the Urban Forest and continue to society.
share our stories with our friends
Jasmine Gill, Malika Boparai, and
and colleagues.
Gurnoor Bajwa
Shenae Borschneck
Program Coordinator
Surrey's Natural Areas Partnership

Hargun and Kushal Mujral

Green Timbers, Courtesy of the Surrey Archives, 202-6, 1913
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OCEAN PARK HISTORY
During the depression and the Second World War, the area was growing rapidly. By the end of the 1950’s,
schools, a fire department and even
a veteran settlement center had
been built in the area.
The first gas pump in the area was
part of the Ocean Park General
Store that was purchased by Jim
Carruth.
Overlooking the ocean from Kwomais Point

The Ben Stevenson Family.

Ocean Park borders the neighbourhood of Crescent Beach to the north In the early 1900s, 136 acres were
acquired by the Methodist Church.
and the City of White Rock to the
In 1910 the church offered its first
east.
summer camp. In 1925 the area
became known as the United
Pre-colonial
Church Campgrounds. Over the
Ocean Park was part of the territory years property was sold for housing.
of the Semiahmoo people, a division In 2007 the remaining 13 acres
of the Coast Salish. They used this were sold to the City of Surrey as
place for spiritual renewal and
parkland. Camp Kwomais was the
named the area "Kwomais" which
oldest camp using its original site.
literally means “place of vision,” because of its unobstructed views to
In 1912, campers built a small shed
the ocean and islands. Kwomais
beside the tracks of the recently
Point is marked on many early navigation maps. For protection against completed railroad. Great Northern
Railway reluctantly accepted it as a
the raids of the aggressive Yukulta
people (from NE Van Island), the
stop, thereby giving easier access to
Semiahmoo built a fort in Ocean
vacation spots in Ocean Park for
Park c 1820. The fort fell into disreresidents of Vancouver and New
pair in colonial times. Today, the site
Westminster.
is a subdivision called Indian Fort
Drive near the west end of 20th Avenue.
Colonial
From the 1890’s to before World
War I, the Ocean Park area and the
whole southern peninsula was an
active logging area. As logging ended, more extensive settlement began to occur. Initially, summer
homes dominated, but as settlement In 1925, the Ocean Park Community
Hall opened after a community fundexpanded and roads improved,
more permanent homes were estab- raising campaign. The Hall continues to be the focus for the commulished. In 1886, early pioneer Ben
Stevenson acquired 350 acres and nity and has been home to hundreds of social gatherings and spebuilt a large home overlookcial events for many generations.

ing Semiahmoo Bay.

The original 6 ft x 6 ft Ocean Park
Post Office was placed on the
corner of 126A Street and 16th
Avenue in 1921 by Mr. Pratt. It was
featured in Ripley's Believe It or
Not! as 'the world's smallest post
office.' In 1928, a 6-foot extension
was added to the building and 20
outdoor mailboxes were added.
In the 1950’s, Ocean Park’s first
residential telephone was installed
at the house of firefighter Derek
Uren.
In 1958, the volunteer fire hall was
built by the community.
Ocean Park continues to grow today
offering its residents a satisfying life
as well as its mild climate and accessible beach that makes this
community very popular.

_________________________
Resources: Flickr, Wikipedia,
www.SurreyHistory.ca, Beebe Cline
(Realtor at 16th/140th).
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MEMORIES OF OCEAN PARK
Stevenson (128th), the central road,
was named after early settler, Ben
Stevenson, who owned a large part
of Ocean Park.
Many of us remember being told of
the Postmaster, Mr. Hughes, a
retired minister, who had to pack
mailbags down a steep hill to meet a
moving train! One icy winter morning,
he slipped on the path, and slid down
the hill on the mailbag! Yes, he met
the train on time!!
Beth Stewart recalls a school
concert held at the Ocean Park
Here’s Ed Fader when he was about
10 yrs old on the Bishop Gully
Bridge, not far away. He grew up in
Ocean Park and knows the area well.
He and his pals even played in an
Indian Fort. He’ll tell you that
Lowewood Road (14th) was named
after the Lowe and Hazelwood families. Sanford (13th) on the cliff edge,
was named after Rev. Sanford and
other family members who built cottages on the road. Darwin Rd (14A)
was named after a botanist,

The Ocean Park General Store was
a popular spot, and had a gas pump
for the early cars.
Gas would be
about 40c/gallon.
The sign says,
“Ice Cream, Soft
Drinks.” Remember when an ice
cream cone cost
5c?
Ed is on his bike
c1950,
delivering the Vancouver Sun, with the store behind.
Remember when all the roads were
gravel? You had to learn to ride your
bike, anyway!

Community Hall. She was dressed
as an angel with huge wings,
expected to remember all the words
to her song, as she stood shaking on
stage...
Jessie Howard, Beth’s grandmother,

Dr. Oliver Darwin, who built a
home in 1927. Giblin Road (128 St
to railway property) was named after
George Giblin, First WW veteran,
who worked for the Great Northern
Railway. Broatch Road (130th), the
border of the original Ocean Park, is
named after Thomas Broatch, road
foreman. North Bluff (16th) was the
original eastern border.

Ocean Park Police Constable, Jack
Douglas, proudly drove this 1947
Hudson Super Six!

Ed recalls that Henry Bose and his
father would often play cards at the
Fader home, SW end of North Bluff,
with a beautiful view of the Bay!
1001 Steps - Park your car at
Kwomais Point Park (foot of 128 St).
Enjoy a walk through the Park to
1001 Steps (foot of 15A Ave), admire
the marvelous ocean views, and see
the waterfront access.
———————————————
Resources: Memories of Ed Fader &
Beth Stewart & Charlotte Johnson,
City of Surrey, Wikipedia.

was known as “Ferndale Mother” as
she fostered about 300 children over
many years. She and the older
children cleared property for a big
house and verandah! She brought
the children by train from Vancouver,
to stay for the summers up the trail to
Ocean Park.
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Roadbuilding in Whalley, c. 1930, courtesy of the Surrey Archives 180.7.03

Our next edition will be published in Spring, 2020 and we welcome submissions from anyone
who may wish to include their stories.
Please forward a minimum of 250 words to:
Michael Gibbs
Ellen Edwards

President
Secretary

Newsletter produced and designed by Sue Bryant

michaelegibbs@yahoo.ca
ellenonpine@shaw.ca
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